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Specialty Area Assessment: 

Threshold: 90% passing within 2 attempts   Goal: 90% passing within 2 attempts  

 

     
 
State Literacy Assessment: 

Threshold: 90% passing within 2 attempts   Goal: 90% passing within 2 attempts  

 

     
 
The 90% threshold and goal align with Tennessee Department of Education expectations for the 

EPP Annual Report, which require 90% of candidates to pass the applicable assessment within 

two attempts to meet expectations. This performance expectation applies to both Specialty Area 

Assessments and the State Literacy Assessment. 

In response to performance below the established threshold for Specialty Area Assessments, 

the Templar School of Education (TSoE) analyzed assessment data to identify areas in which 

candidates need additional support. Based on these findings, the TSoE purchased an 

assessment preparation and tutoring program that candidates use independently and within 

methods courses with faculty support. 

Faculty also incorporate sample assessment questions early in designated courses to identify 

areas of need, familiarize candidates with assessment expectations, and inform targeted 

instruction and review. Candidates receive additional practice and support throughout the 

course based on identified needs. 

The TSoE will continue to monitor first-attempt, within-two-attempt, and overall pass rates to 

evaluate the effectiveness of these strategies. Results will be reviewed through the continuous 

improvement process and used to determine whether supports should be sustained, expanded, 

or revised. 


