
Project Focus
People or their opinions, perceptions, choices, 

decisions regarding themselves or how methods, 
policies, procedures, organizations etc. affect 

them or their environment. 

Project Focus
Products, methods, policies, procedures, 

organizations: e.g., interviewing transportation 
staff and officials about parking or transportation 

policies and procedures.

No application to the IRB office is needed.
Class project?

Yes

Is the sole intent of the 
project to meet course 
requirements, with no 

intention to use the results 
for something other than the 

course assignment?

Yes

Yes

No

Is the project an oral 
history, ethnographic, 
or journalistic piece?

The project may lead to 
use of the results 

outside of the course 
(e.g., for a publication, 
presentation, thesis, or 

dissertation). 

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Is this a quality assurance/
quality improvement/

organizational effectiveness 
study? I.e. to assess, improve, 

or develop programs or 
services for an organization?

Application to IRB and written notice of approval required before beginning study . 
Please contact Dr. Trevor Egli at Tegli@JohnonU.edu

Does the project involve stories that will 
or may draw broad conclusions about 
the population, cultures, norms and 
practices; even if no research 
hypothesis is being tested or validated?

Published materials will be limited to only 
documenting or reporting on events, 
situations, policies, institutions or systems 
without the intent to form hypotheses, 

draw conclusions, or generalize findings.

Yes

Yes

No application to the IRB office is needed.

Outcomes will remain specific to the 
organization, programs or services, 
although other organizations may use 

the results for their own programs.

Will outcomes be 
generalized for other 
organizations?

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

JU IRB Flow Chart
Does your project require IRB approval?

Chart source: “Research Involving Private Information or Biological Specimens Flowchart”, National Institute of Health (NIH), January 2006, https://
grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/hs/PrivateInfoOrBioSpecimensDecisionChart.pdf
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